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Crimes and Punishments 


Aft 27, § 562 


§ 562A. Threats against State officials. 

(a) .Definitions. — (1) In this section the following words have the meanings 
Indicated. 

(2) (i) 'State official” means a State official as defined in Article 40A, 
5 1-201 fhh) of the Code. 

(ii) "State official” includes the Governor, Governor-elect, Lieutenant Gov- 
ernor, and Lieutenant Governor-elect. 

(3) "Threat” includes; 

Ei) A verbal threat; or 

(ill A threat in any written form, whether or not the writing is signed, or if 
it is signed whether or not the writing is signed with a fictitious name ot any 
other mark. 

(W Threats generally. — A person may not knowingly and willfully make a 
threat to take the life of, kidnap, or inflict bodily harm upon a State official. 

(c> Sending or delivering threats. — A person may not knowingly send, 
aeiiver, part with the pcosession of, or martt* lor me purpose ot s-ntneg or 
delivering a threat prohibited under subsection (b.) of this section. 

(d) Penalties. — A person who violates any provision of this section is 
guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction is subject to imprisonment not 
exceeding 3 years or a fine not exceeding $2,500 or both. (19S3, ch 477- 1900 
ch. 6, 5 2.) 

Effect of Mnendnwirf. —The 1990 amend- from fate at passage, substituted "§ 1-201 
turrit, approved Feb. 16, 199-0. and effective Ibbr foe "5 1-201 IggT m U> (?.) ii). 

§ 562. Threatening verbally. 

Every person who shall verbally threaten to accuse any person of any crime 
of an indictable nature under the laws of this State, or of anything, which, if 
true, would bring such person into contempt or disrepute, or to do any injury 
to the person or property of anyone, with a view to extort or gain any money, 
goods or chattels or any other valuable thing shall be guilty of felony, and 
being convicted thereof shall be punished by imprisonment in the peniten- 
tiary for not less than two nor more than ten years. (An. Code. 1951, J 634; 
1939, 1 585; 1924, 5 495; 1912, •§ 448; 1904, I 396; 1896, ch. 396, 5 257B.1 
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